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After Mass sieur de Biencourt placed a bodyguard
at the door of the habitation, and sentinels all around
it. The Maloiiins were very much astonished at this
way of doing things. The more timid considered
themselves lost, the more courageous stormed, and
fumed, and defied them.

When night came on and it was already quite dark,
Captain Merveille returned to his lodgings, knowing
nothing of his guests. The sentinel, hearing him
approach, uttered his, ‘“Who goes there?’’ 'The Ma-
lotiin, thinking this was one of his own people, an-
swered mockingly, ‘““But who goes there thyself?’’
and continued upon his way. The sentinel fired off
his musket at him in earnest, and it was a great won-
der [Fr. merveille] that Merveille was not killed or
wounded. But he was [169] very much astonished,
and still more so when he saw some soldiers upon
him with naked swords, who seized him and took him
into the house; you may imagine how men of powder
and of rope act at such times, with their cries, their
threats, and their gesticulations. The poor man had
not been well for several days, and just then was very
much wearied from his journey. He had had several
discouraging losses and sicknesses that year, enough
to break him down. So, seeing himself thus, as it
were, suddenly fallen into an abyss, he knew not
where he was. He lay down at full length before
the fire, and began to lament: the guards were all
around him. Father Biard, seeing the confusion of
the whole house, and not being able to restore order,
began to pray to God, kneeling at the foot [170] of a
bench which was against one of the beds, some dis-
tance from the fire. Merveille, having had some
chance to realize his unfortunate condition and to



